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FOREWORD

The human palms considerably differ from each
other in their shape, structure, softness, colour,
figures and lines. The anatomist explains that the
skin covering the skeleton is tied down by certain
fibres which not only hold them together but at
the same time give rise to certain marks along the
folding points of the skin. The unevenness of the
palm, however, is due to the muscles of various
sizes. He refuses to believe that this mechanical
arrangement of flexion-folds has any psychic,
occult or predictive signification.

The desire to know future is as old as man,
and it increases all the more when man’s
environments are uncertain in every respect. The
human palm, as it varies in a wonderfully
interesting manner from person to person, has come
to be the basis of a predictive system known as
palmistry. The lines and figures on the hand,
especially the palm, are symbolically interpreted:;
they are connected not only with mental and moral
dispositions but are said to reflect also the current
or future events in the individual’s life. If some

marks record past events, others indicate the future
ones.
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The prediction of human tendencies from
marks on the body is a very old idea, often referred
to in early Indian literature; and the system of
palmistry is quite akin to it. As the interpretation
of physical marks can be only symbolical, the basic
presumptions in the East and West are not
identical. The Indian system lays more stress on
the lines, conches and wheels while the Western
system takes into account the various mounts as
well as lines: the meaning attached to the same
line often varies.

The basic presumptions may not be verifiable,
and some of the interpretations may not appeal to
reason; still it is a fact that many a mind has a
strong fascination for palmistry; and during later
years palm-prints of eminent personalities are
taken and certain conclusions are inductively
arrived at. Palmistry has become a profession with
many for worldly ends; but the author of the Kara-
lakkhanam which is edited here for the first time,
has a more pious aim: he tells us that his object in
writing this book was only to enable religious
missionaries to prejudge the potentialities of a
person and then only administer religious oaths
and vows to him or her,

Palmistry as a system of predicting future has
tound place in ancient Indian wisdom as well, and
a small text dealing with palmistry, the kara-
lakhanari, is being published here by the Bharatiya
Jnanpith. The Prakrit taxt is accompanied by
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Sanskrit chaya and Hindi paraphrase : and all this
is presented to us in a neat manner by the editor,
Shri Prafulla Kumar Modi. Mr. Modi is an
intelligent young scholar; and this edition augurs
well of his potential abilities. Trained as he is under
his father, Professor Dr. Hiralal Jain, it is expected
that he would soon give us more and more of his
researches in Prakrit and Sanskrit literature.

It is with the noble object of making known to
the world the manifold aspects of ancient Indian
culture and civilization that the Bharatiya Jnanpith
has been established by Shri Shanti Prasad Jain.
His zeal and generosity are worthily matched by
the  keen interest which his wife Shrimati Rama
Rani takes in the publications of the Institution.
Both of them deserve our best thanks. We have
every hope that this Institution will bring out many
worthy publications with the active cooperation of
various scholars and make thereby the cultural
Theritage of our nation all the more rich.

Kolhapur, A.N. Upadhye
15 August, 1947



INTRODUCTION

Palmistry has been practised in India from very
ancient times. References to it are found in the
Puranas, in the Pali books of the Buddhist canon as
well as in the Prakrit works of the Jaina agama.
The Sanskrit name for palmistry is Samudrika and
according to the Agni-purana, it is so called because
a teacher by name Samudra had taught it to Garga'
In ancient times. Varaha-mihira also makes
mention of it in his famous treatise on astrology
Brihat-sarihita, in the chapters on Mahapurusa-
laksana (chapters 67-69). Not only that, but the
commentator Utpala Bhatta quotes many verses
which he has ascribed to Samudra by saying
‘yathaha Samudrah’, Jinasena in his Harrvamsa-purana
mentions Sagara as the author of a book on the
characteristics of man (Nara-lakkhana) a description
of which occupies verses 55 to 107 of chapter 23.
Of these thirteen verses from 85 to 97 are devoted
to the signs of the hand and their significance, and

therefore treat of palmistry in the strict sense of
the term.

L. weqor "ﬂ?ﬁ'ﬂ%‘ﬂ TS J9T 30 | —Agni-purana p. 242.
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The work now under treatment is a small hand
book on palmistry. The only old manuscript that
was available to me bears the title of Samudrika-
sastra. But the real name of the work is Kara-
lakkhanam as is clear from the opening and the
closing verses of the book. The whole work is
completed in 61 verses composed in Prakrit gathds.
Its contents may be summarised as follows :

In the first verse the author pays homage to
Jain Tirthankara Mahavira and proposes to deal
with the signs of the hands of men and women.
According to verse two, a man gets profit or loss,
happiness or sorrow, life or death, victory or defeat
according to the lines (found on the palm of his

hand). The signs of men, according to verse 3
should be studied on the right hand, and those of

significance of the interval between the fingers
(verse 4-5) and of the nature of their joints (verse
6). Then the lines of the wrist are dealt with (verses
7-11), and the five most significant lines denoting
learning, family, wealth, beauty and longevity are
named and described (verses 12-22). The form.
shape and colour of the lines are explained in the
next three verses (verses 23-25). Then the barley
marks below the thumb are treated (verses 26-27),
and they are said to indicate the number of
brothers, sisters and children which a person may
have (verses 28-39). The author then goes on the
deal with the section of the palm below the thumb
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(verses 31-35) and that below the smaller finger
(verses 36-39). Amongst the latter are included
some lines which would point out how many wives
or husbands the person would have. There are,
then, the lines indicating the religious tendencies
(vrata-rekha, v. 40), potentialities of research
(margana-rekha, v. 42), and pious tendencies
(v. 41). The author then goes on to describe the
significance of the whirl marks (Bhramara, v. 43)
and conch marks (Sarikha, v. 44). The form and
colour of nails are then treated (verse 45), continued
by a treatment of the marks of fish, lotus, cross,
“etc. (verses 46-53). The significance of too many
lines or too few lines on the palm is then shown
(verse 54). What sort of hand denotes possibilities
of service to humanity is then explained (verse 55).
How certain specific marks aggrevate or assuage,
heighten or decrease the effect of other marks and
signs is then shown (v. 56). The effect of the life
line and family line joining together is then stated
(v. 57) and then the effect of the form and make up
of the hand as a whole is given (v. 58-59). What
lines indicate a would be saint or teacher is then
explained (v.60); and lastly, the author meekly tells
us that his object in writing the book was only to
enable religious missionaries to prejudge the
potentialities of a person and then only administer
the religious oaths and vows to him or her.
Unfortunately, the author has not given us
‘anywhere his name or date of the composition;
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and there is no material at present available to me
to determine these with any precision.

The language of the work is almost pure
Maharashtri Prakrit, being there the vowels left
with or without the ya-sruti when ‘ta’ is dropped;
‘tha’ never being changed to ‘dha’ but always to
‘ha’ and ‘tna’ being the past participle absolute
termination.

The work, small though it be, is valuable as it
enriches our knowledge about the literature in
Prakrit devoted to technical subjects.

[ take this opportunity to thank the authorities
of the Bharatiya Jnanpith, for undertaking to
publish this work in their series.

King Edward College, P.K. Modi
Amarawati.

April 1947
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